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of recognised qualifications for this particular branch of their
work, and the fullest information regarding past experience is
required.
Hairdressers
Policies are issued in respect of accidents or illnesses arising
out of shaving, haircutting and the administration of shampoos
and hair tints and dyes. Very serious injuries have been caused
by the improper application of dyes or skin stimulants and as
the result of burns in the course of permanent waving.
Before proposals are accepted, stringent enquiries are made
regarding claims record and experience in the work undertaken,
while the tests applied to the customer to ascertain his or her
reaction to the proposed treatment need investigation. Indeed,
many policies lay down as a condition of insurance the tests
which must be carried out before such treatments are given.
There is also the risk of substances being applied from wrong
containers.
Hospitals and Nursing Homes
As stated in Chapter VIII, insurers endeavour to meet the
requirements of hospitals and nursing homes by modifying their
normal procedure of excluding treatment risks. Hospitals within
the National Health Service in this country do not insure.   The
risks vary considerably in the different classes of hospitals, which
range from those where street accident and general cases are
admitted to those primarily engaged in giving advice or treat-
ment for the eyes, ears, or other particular organs, and those
which specialise in maternity, or other branches of the work.
Operative treatment of one kind or another is usually under-
taken, with the attendant risks of swabs or other foreign sub-
stances being left in the bodies of patients, which may subse-
quently give rise to expensive legal actions should litigation be
commenced  against  the  hospital   itself,   as  distinct  from  the
surgeon  who   performed   the   operation   and  whose   personal
liability is not usually made the subject of indemnity under the
policy  issued  to  the  hospital.    Further,   X-ray,   sun-ray  and
electrical treatments are increasingly used, each of which forms
a latent source of claims.
Radium treatment may sometimes be hazardous and may not
always be provided for by the ordinary treatment indemnity.
Sometimes, such risks, when offered alone for insurance, are rated
upon the number of treatments administered in the year.

